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So earthy , as to need the dull material force 

Of eyes, or lips, or cheeks. Denham's Sophy. 

EASE. n. f. [aife, French.] 

J. Quiet ; reft; undifturbed tranquillity ; no folicitude. 

We (hould not find her half fo brave and bold 
To lead it to the wars, and to the Teas ; 

To make it fuffer watchings, hunger, cold. 

When it might feed with plenty, reft with eafe. Davies. 

The prieft on (kins of offerings takes his cafe. 

And nightly vifions in his (lumber fees. Dryden's /En. 

Lucan, content with praife, may lie at eafe 
In coftly grotts and marble palaces. Dryden’s Juv. Sat. 7. 
Men of parts and penetration were not idly to difpute at 
their eafe , but were to a£t according to the refult of their 
debates. Locke. 

No body is under an obligation to know every thing : 
knowledge and fcience in general is the bufinefs only of thofe 
who arc at eafe and leifurc. Locke. 

7 . Freedom from pain j a neutral ftate between pain and 
pleafure. 

That which we call eafe is only an indolency, or a freedom 
from pain. L'EJlrange. 

Is it a fmall crime to wound himfelf by anguifli of heart, 
to deprive himfelf of all the pleafures, or eafe:, or enjoyments 


of life? 


Temple. 

Swift. 





3. Reft after labour ; intermillion of labour. 

Give yourfelves eafe from the fatigue of waiting. 

4. Facility ; not difficulty. 

The willing metal will obey thy hand. 

Following with eafe , if favour'd by thy fate, 

Thou art foredoom’d to view the Stygian ftate ; 

If not, no labour can the tree conftrain, 

And ftrength of ftubborn arms and fteel are vain. Dryden. 

5. Unconftraint; freedom from harflinefs, formality, forced be- 
haviour, or conceits. 

True eafe in writing comes from art, not chance; 

As thofe move eafieft who have learn ’d to dance. Pope’s Ef. 
To Ease. v. a. [from the noun.] 

1. To free from pain. 

Help and eafe children the beft you can ; but by no means 
bemoan them. Locke. 

2. To relieve; toaffuage; to mitigate; to alleviate. 

Thy father mado our yoke grievous, now therefore cafe 
thou fomewhat the grievous fervitude. 2 Cbro. x. 4. 

Complain, queen Margaret, and tell thy grief; 

It (hall be eas'd, if France can yield relief. Shaifp. H. VI. 

As if with fports my fufferings I could eafe. Dryden. 
Though he fpeaks of fuch medicines as procure deep, and 
eafe pain, he doth not determine their dofes. y Irbuthnot on Coins. 
Will he for facrifice our forrows eafe? 

And can our tears reverfe his firm decrees ? Prior. 

3. To relieve from labour. 

If ere night the gath’ring clouds we fear, 

A fong will help the beating ftorm to bear ; 

And that thou may’ft not be too late abroad. 

Sing, and I’ll eafe thy (boulders of thy load. Dryden's Pajl. 

4. To fet free from any thing that offends. 

I will eafe me of mine adverfaries. If i. 24. 

No body feels pain that he wifhes not to be eafed of, with a 
defire equal to that pain, and infcparable from it. Locke. 
Ea’seful. adj. [ eafe and full .] Quiet; peaceable; fit for 
reft. 

I fpy a black, fufpicious, threat’ning cloud. 

That will encounter with our glorious fun, 

Ere he attain his cafeful weftern bed. Shakefp. Henry VI. 
Ea'sement. ti.f. [from eafe.] 

1. Affiftance; fupport ; relief from cxpenccs. 

He has the advantage of a free lodging, and fome other eafe- 
menis. Swift. 

2. [In law.] A fervice that one neighbour has of another by 

charter or prefeription, without profit; as a way through his 
ground, a fink, or fuch like. towel. 

Ea'sily. adv. [from eafy.] 
l. Without difficulty. 

Thofe move fwiftly, and at great diftance ; but they re- 
quire a medium well difpofed, and their tranfmiffion is eaftly 
flopped. Bacon's Natural Hfory , N°. 647. 

She afk’d the reafon of his woe ; 

She alk’d, but with an air and mien, 

That made it eaftly forefeen , 

She fear’d too much to know. Prior. 

3. Without pain ; without difturbance ; in tranquillity. 

Is it not to bid defiance to all mankind to condemn their 
univerfal opinions and defigns, if, inftcad of paffing your life 
as well and eaftly, you rcfolve to pafs it as ill and as miferablc as 
you can? _ Tm > h ' 

3. Readily; without reluctance. . 

I can eaftly reiign to others the praife of your llluftrious 
family. Dryden's Dcdic. to State of Innocence. 

Not foon provok’d, (he eaftly forgives ; 


E A S 

Easiness, n. f. [from eafy.] 

1. Freedom from difficulty. 

Believe me, friends, loud tumults are not laid 
With half the eaftncf that they are rais’d. Ben ' 7 „L„r r •, 
Eafnefs and difficulty are relative terms, and 
power; and a thing may be difficult to a weak man e 
yet maybe eafy to the fame perfon, when affiftd’wi.K 
greater ftrength. TilLtU c th 2 

The Teeming eafnefs of Pindarick verfe has n/ade it S' 
but it has not been confidercd. /V/ ’ 

You left a conqueft more than half atchiev'd 
And for whofe cafinfs I almoft griev’d. * jy . 

This plea appears under a colour of friendffiip to re£i 0 ? 
and to invite men to it by the eafnefs of the terms it offers ’ 

TTI -I •!• V , Rogers, Sermon ic 

2. flexibility; compliance; rcadinefs; not oppofition • not rr 
ludlancc. 

His yielding unto them in one thing might happily But 
them in hope, that time would breed the like eafnefs 0 f c j, n . 
defending further unto them. Hooker p r -f 

Since the cuftom of eafnefs to alter and change laws is fo 
evil, no doubt but to bear a tolerable fore is better than to 
venture on a dangerous remedy. H oler, b. iv. f. u 

Give to him, and he (hail but laugh at your cafntf ; f iVe 
his life, but, when you have done, look to your own. ‘ South. 

The fafeft way to fecure honefty, is to lay the foundations 
of it early in liberality, and an eafnefs to part with toothers 
whatever they have or like t: cmfclvcs. p K i (% 

3. Freedom from conftraint; not effort; not formality. 

Abftrufe and myftick thoughts you muft exprefs 
With painful care, but Teeming eafnejs-. 

For truth fhines brighteft through the plained drefs. Roe. 

4. Reft; tranquillity. 

I think the reafon I have affigned hath a great interefl in 
that reft and eafnefs we enjoy when afleep. Rayon tbeCratia. 

EAST, n.f [eopr, Saxon ; bees, Erfe.] 

j. The quarter where the fun rifes. 

They counting forwards towards the Eaf, 

180 degrees to thePortugals eaflward. 

2. The regions in the eaftern parts of the world. 

I would not be the villain that thou thinkeft, 

For the whole fpace that’s in the tyrant’s grafp, 

And the rich Eaf to boot. Shakefpcarc's Macbeth. 

Ea'ster. n.f. [eaprj'Cj Saxon; cofer, Dutch.] The day on 
which the Chriftian church commemorates our Saviour’s rc- 
furreclion. 

Did’ft thou not fall out with a taylor for wearing his new 
doublet before Eafcr? Shaicfpcare’s Romeo and Julia. 

Vigor’s unbrother-like heat towards the Eaftern churches, 
in the controverfy about Eajler , fomented that difference into 
a fchifm. Decay of Pitt}. 

Easterly, adj. [from Eaf."] 

1 . Coming from the parts towards the Eaft. 

When the eaferly winds or breezes are kept off by fome 
high mountains from the vallics, whereby the air, wanting 
motion, doth become exceeding unhcakhtul. Raleigh. 

2 . Lying towards the Eaft. 

Thcfe give us a view of the moft eaferly, fcutherlv, and 
wefterly parts of England. 6 raui.t's Bills of Mcstolitj. 

3. Looking towards the Eaft. 

Water he chufes clear, light, without tnftc or fmcll, drawn 
not from fnow, but from fprings with an eaferly expedition- 

Avbutlmot on Aliments. 

Ea'stern. adj. [from Eaf.] 

1. Dwelling or found in the Eafi ; oriental. 

Ea/tern tyrants from the light of heaven ; . 

Seclude their bofom-flaves. Then fin s Sprr.g. 

2. Lying or being towards the Eaft. ..... 

The taflern end of the ifle rifes up in precipices. Addijn. 

3. Going towards the Eaft. . 

A (hip at Tea has no certain method in either her ta truer 
weftern voyages, or even in her lefs diftant (ailing Ironit c 
coafts, to know her longitude, or how much (he ls 
ward or weftward, as can ealily be known in any clear ■»} 0 
night how much (he F gone northward or fouthvvard. Aditp. 
Looking toward* the Eaft. 


did allow 
Abbot. 


UK! can my ngi», 
faw defending light. Dryden . 








And much (he fuffers, as flic much believes. 


Prior. 


Eastward .adv. [Eaf and toward.] I ewards the Eaft- 
The moon, which performs its motion fwifter than 
fun, gets eaflward out of his rays, and appears vv c-n 
fun is fet. Brown's Vulgar Errcu’s, b. tv * c - 

What (hall we do, or where direct our night. 

Eaf ward, as far as I could eaft mv fight. 

From op’ning heav'ns 
Ea'sy. adj. [from eaf.] 

1. Not difficult. . . h i s a 

The fervice of God, in the folcmn affcmbly 0. »« ’ 
work, though cajy, yet withal very v . , 31. 

rcfpeift. , , • , ’ 

There is a (lave, whofe eaf -borrow 0 P rKC , ,■ r 0r . 
Dwells in the fickle grace of her he fo. o\.s ^ j ul ; 0 r.s 
How much it is in everyone’s power to nwe * t# 
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to himfelf, fuch as he may keep, is eafy for every one to 

‘^Thc whole ifland was probably cut into fever A eafy afeents, 
and planted with variety ot palaces. Addtjon on Italy. 

2. Quiet; at reft; not harrafled ; not difturbed ; withou 

311 Thofe that are eafy in their conditions, or their minds, 
refufe often to enter upon publick charges and emplojr- 

m Keep their thoughts eafy and free, the only temper wherein 
the mind is capable of receiving new informations. Locke. 

A marriage of love is pleafant, a rnarriageonmcreft^, 
-md a marriage where both meet happy. Ada, fin s \petlator. 

When men arc eafy in their circumftances, they are natu- 
rally enemies to innovations. Addifin s Freeholder, N . 4 -- 
A man (hould direct all his (Indies and endeavours at making 
himfelf eafy now, and happy hereafter. Addijon’s Spetlator. 

We plainly feel whether at this inftant we are eafy or un- 
eafv, happy or miferable. Sma/ndge's Sermons. 

o. Complying; unrefifting; credulous. 

Baited with reafons not unplauiible. 

Win me into thc eafy hearted man, 

. And hug him into fnares. _ Milton. 

With fuch deceits he gain'd their eafy hearts. 

Too prone to credit his perfidious arts. . Dryden s /An. 

The kindeft father I have ever found him, ( 

Eafy and good, and bounteous to my wiftics. Addifin s Cato. 

4. Free from pain. . 

Another part, in fquadrons and grols bands. 

On bold adventure to difeover wide 

That difmal world, if any clime perhaps 

Might yield them eajler habitation, fee 1 It on s P aradije Lof. 

Pleafure has been the bus’ncfs of my life. 

And every change of fortune eafy to me, 

Bccaufe Iftill was eafy to myfclf. Dryden s Don Sebaftan. 

5. Ready ; not unwilling. 

Pity and he are one ; 

So merciful a king did never live. 

Loth to revenge, "and eafy to forgive. Dryden' s Span. Fryar. 

6. Without want of more. 

They (hould be allowed each of them fuch a rent as would 
make them eafy. Swift's Arg. againfi abolijhing Chriflianity. 

7. Without conftraint ; without formality. 

Thofe move eafiefi that have learn’d to dance. 

Praife the rar/y vigour of a line. 

Where Denham’s ftrength, and Waller’s fweetnefs join. Po. 
To EAT. v. a. preterite ate, or eat ; part, cat, or eaten, [etan. 
Sax. item, Gothick ; eich, Erfe.] 
j. To devour with thc mouth. 

Locufts (hall eat the refidue of that which is efcaped from 
the hail, and (hall eat every tree which groweth. Ex. x. 5. 

Other dates cannot be accufed for not flaying for the firft 
blow, or for not accepting Polyphemus’s courtefy, to be the 
laft that (hall be eaten up. Bacon's JVar with Spain. 

Even wormwood, cat with bread, will not bite, becaufeit is 
mixed with a great quantity of fpittle. Arbuthnot on Aliments. 

2. Toconfume; to corrode. 

Thou beft of gold art word of gold ; 

Other lefs fine in carrat is more precious, 

Preferving life in med’eine potable: 

But thou, moft fine, moft honour’d, moft renown’d. 

Haft cat thy bearer up. Shakejpearc’s Henry IV. p. ii. 

They entail a fecret curfe upon their eftates, which does 
either infenfibly wafte and conl’ume it, or eat out thc heart 
and comfort of it. TiHotfn , Sermon 4. 

There arifes a neceffity of keeping the furface even, either 
by preflure or eating medicines, that the eminence of the flefh 
may not refill the fibres of thc (kin in their tendency to cover 
the wound. Sharp's Surgery. 

3. To fwallow back; to retreat. This is only ufed of a man’s 
, word. 

They cannot bold, but burft out thofe words, which after- 
wards they are forced to eat. Hakewill on Providence. 

Credit were not to be loft 
B’ a brave knight errant of the pod. 

That eats, perfidiouflv, his word, 

And fwears his ears through a two inch board. Hudilras. 
To Eat. v. n. 

J. To go to meals ; to take meals ; to feed. 

He did eat continually at thc king’s table. 2 Sa. ix. 13. 
And when the feribes and pharifecs faw him eat with pub- 
licans and finners, they faid unto his difciples, how is it that 
he eateth with publicans and finners ? Mat. ii. j 6. 

2. To take food. 

He that will not eat ’till he has a demonftration that it will 
nourifh him, he that will not ftir ’till he infallibly knows the 
bufinefs he goes about will lucceed, will have little elfe to do 
but fit dill and perifti. Locke. 

3. To be maintained in food. 

The righteous eateth to the fatisfying of his foul, but the 
belly of the wicked (hall want. Prov. xiii. 25. 


Pope. 



Thou alt pad the tyrant’s ftroke ; .. 

Care no more to cloath and cat. Sbafcefpecrc s Cymbeltne. 

4. To make way by corrofion. , 

The plao-ue of fin has even altered his nature, and caht t 
into his very effentials. _ South s Sermons. 

A prince’s court eats too much into thc income of a poor 
date. Addifin' s Italy. 

Eatable, n.f Tfrom eat. ] Any thing that may be eaten. 

If you all forts of perfons would engage. 

Suit well your eatalles to ev’ry age. King, s Art of Cookery. 
Ea'teR. n.f [from eat.] 

1. One that eats anything. 

The Caribees and the Cannibals, almoft all, are cates r 
of man’s fle(h. Abbot's Dejcription of the JVtrld. 

A knave, a rafeal, an eater of broken meats. Sh. K. Lear. 
If the fade of this fruit maketh the caters like gods, why 
remained thou a bead? Broun s f vigor Err.urs, b. i. c. i. 

As if the lotus grew only here, the virtue of whofe fruit is 
to caufe in the eaters an oblivion of all other foils. Howe/. 
7. A corrofiVe. 

EATH. adj. [eaS, Saxon.] Eafy; not difficult. An old 
word. 

Where eafe abounds, it’s eath to do amifs. Fairy SHiecn. 
What works not beauty, man’s relenting mind 
Is eath to move with plaints and lhews of woe. Fairfax , b. iv. 
The way was ftrait and eath. E air fax. 

Eath. adv. [from the adjeclive ] Eafily. An old word. 
Who hath the world not try’d. 

From the right wav full eath may wander wide. Hull. Tale: 
Ea'tinchguse. n.f. [eat and houje.] A houfe where provi- 
fions are fold ready dreffed. 

An hungry traveller ftept into an catinghonf for his 
dinner. " L' Ef range. 

EAVES, n.f [epej-e, Saxon.] The edges of the roof which 
overhang the houfe. 

Every night he comes 

With mufick of all forts, and fongs compos’d 
To her unworthinefs : it nothing (leads us 
To chide him from our eaves ; for he perfifts. 

As if his life lay on’t. Shakef care’s All's well that ends well. 

His tears run down his beard, like Winter drops 
From eaves of reeds. Sbakefpeare’s Tempef. 

If in the beginning of Winter the drops of the eaves of 
houfes come more (lowly down than they ufe, it portendeth a 
hard and frofty Winter. Bacon, N . 81 1. 

Uflicr’d with a (hower dill. 

When the guft hath blown his fill. 

Ending on the rufling leaves. 

With minute drops from off the eaves. Milton. 

The icicles hang down from the caves of houfes. Woodward: 
To Ea'vesdrop. v. a. [eaves and drop. J To catch what 
comes from the caves ; in common phrafe, to liften under 
windows. 

Eavesdropper, n.f [eaves and drop.] A liftener under 
windows. 

Under our tents I’ll play thc eavesdropper , 

To hear if any mean to ihrink from me. Shakefp. Rich. III. 
EBB. n. f. [ebba, epplob, Saxon ; ebbe, Dutch.] 

1 . T he reflux of the tide towards the fea. 

I he clear fun on his wide wat’ry glafs 
Gaz’d hot, and of the frelh wave largely drew, 

As after third ; which made their flowing (brink 

hrom (landing lake to tripping ebb, that dole 

With foft foot tow’rds the deep. Milton's Paradife Lof. 

Hither the fcas at dated times refort. 

And (hove the loaden vcffels into port; 

I hen with a gentle ebb retire again. 

And render back their cargo to thc main. Addifin on Italy. 

2. Decline; decay; wafte. 

You have finifhed all the war, and brought all things to 
that low ebb which you fpcak of. Spenfer on Is eland. 

This tide of man’s life, after it once turneth and declineth, 
ever runneth with a perpetual ebb and falling dream, but never 
floweth again. Ralch h's Ilifoty of the World. 

Thus all the treafure of our flowing years. 

Our ebb of life for ever takes away. Rofcommon: 

The greateft age for poetry was that of Au?u(!us Ca-far, 
yet painting was then at its lowed ebb, and perhaps fculpturc 
was alfo declining. Dry An' r Dujrefno r. Preface. 

Near my apartment let him pris’ner be. 

That I his hourly ebbs of life may fee. Dryden's Aurenrzcbe 
What is it he afpire- to ? 

Is it not this? To (hed the flow remains. 

His laft poor^A of blood in your defence? 

To Ebb. v. n. [from the noun.] 

1 . To flow back towards the fea. 

Though my tide of blood 
Hath proudly flow’d in vanity ’till now. 

Now it doth turn and ebb back to the lea. Shakefp. Hen IV 
r rom thence thc tide of fortune left their (hore 
And ebb’d much fader than it flow’d bed re. ' Ds^den's/En 

2. I o decline ; to decay \ to waite. 


Add'ifons Cato. 




ah f 


Ml 


y 




v .i 





samuel Johnson A Dictionary of the English Language London, 1755 the warnock library Octavo 




